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the best of their ability tie British and Americans who are
in authority in the producing areas, have sought to grapple
with the situation Iby putting restrictions upon the felling
of the trees.    But as in certain rubber producing  areas
already referred to, it is no use  putting up prohibitory
notices unless there is a sufficient police force to see that
the law is- respected.    The great difficulty in the matter is
that no alternative procedure to the felling of  the trees
yields results which the collectors consider satisfactory.    A
great deal has of course been done in recent times with
regard to extracting gutta-percha, from twigs and leaves "by
volatile solvents.   "When the material, however, can be got
much more easily, the natives are unlikely to trouble them-
selves with complex: chemical operations, and although the
processes worked out   by  Serullas,  Jungfleish,  Bamsay,
Obach, etc., worked right enough, they have certainly not
proved a commercial success where they have "been tried in
Europe, though satisfactory results have been obtained by
the Dutch Company extracting gutta-percha from leaves at
Singapore.   The  solvent which is  said  to give the bast
results is tolaol, the process consisting simply of digesting
the pulverized leaves, twigs, bark, etc., in it at about the
boiling point of water and in evaporating the solvent off in
a current of steam, as direct distillation injures the product
The residual gutta-percha has a greenish colour owing to
chlorophyll, the green colouring matter of the leaves, and
is said to have teen highly spoken of by experts.    The pro-
cess has been worked in Prance, but to the best of the
author's knowledge is not now  in  operation, while  the
disastrous career of the British Company, formed with a
large capital to work the extraction, hardly needs reference.